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http://www.kitsap-humane.org/adopt-annie-last-hoarding-case-cats  
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Study Participants 
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Age of Cats in the Study 

< 8 wks
14%

8-12 wks
16%

>12 wks to 1 
yr

32%

> 1 yr
38%

N=781
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Time to Interact
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Time to Interact
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•

60%

9%

The Majority of Cats Left the 
Room for the First Time in Less 

than One Month 

However, Some Cats Took Much 
Longer
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• 46% of the cats became comfortable in 
less than three months
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•
1/3 of the cats took more than six 
months; 182 cats never became 

comfortable in the house
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Shelter Socialization Program

Difficult to implement

Is it practical??

Or is foster the answer?

Drawing courtesy of Dr. Kate Hurley
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Different Types of Cats

Household Cats (Previously)

Friendly, sociable cats

Unfriendly cats

Community Cats (Previously) 

Friendly, sociable cats

Unfriendly cats

Feral

Not feral 
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Community Cats

What is your shelter or community’s 
live release rate for cats?

Is a shelter the best place for  a cat 
who isn’t comfortable living in a 
home?

http://www.maddiesfund.org/Maddies_Institute/Webcasts/Shelter_Crowd_Control_Webcast.html

http://www.maddiesfund.org/Maddies_Institute/Webcasts/Making_the_Case_for_Community_Cats_Part_One.html
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Shelter/Rescue Intake: 
Categorizing Cats

History

Physical appearance?

Behavior?

Response to treatment?

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

 

Fearful vs. Feral?
ASPCA Research

Can we Differentiate Socialized vs. 
Unsocialized Cats?

4 evaluations over 3 days

http://www.aspcapro.org/recorded-webinars.php
Is that cat feral?
Feral vs. frightened pet?
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My Siberian cat talks to her kittens by chirping.mp4

Fearful vs. Feral?
Behaviors that Identified Socialized Cats

Chirp
Rub
Knead
Touch 
Play
At front of cage
Tail up in air
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Fearful vs. Feral?
Behaviors that Identified Socialized Cats

if Performed any Combinations of Behaviors, 4 or More Times

Yawn

Groom/shake
Approach front of cage
Sniff 
Roll
Reach
Still standing or still moving 
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Fear vs. Anxiety

Fear- an appropriate 
response to a fear 
inducing stimulus

Anxiety- profound 
physiological and 
behavioral response
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Feline Stress

Environmental changes

Noises

Uncertainty/unpredictability
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Reducing Fear in the Shelter

Consistency

Reduce noise

Decrease population density
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Shelter Housing
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Handling

Video courtesy of Jacqueline Munera, What is my cat saying?
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Handling

Video Courtesy of Jacqueline Munera, ‘What is my cat saying?’
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Resources

Jacqueline Munera- What is my Cat 
Saying? (DVD)

Sophia Yin- Low Stress Handling (book 
and DVD)

ASPCA Pro webinars- Humane Feline 
Handling, Feline Communication
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Treatment
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Treatment
Step One: Reduce Stress!! 
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Treatment
Step Two: Create Positive 

Associations

Drawing courtesy of Lili Chin, www.doggiedrawings.net
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Treatment:
Foster
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Treatment
Response Influenced by 

Personality
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Options for Rehoming

Adoption

Release to location found

Foster, and then adoption

Barn Cat Program
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Adoption Counseling

Be honest

Be realistic

Be supportive
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Post Adoption Support
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Questions?
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