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118 Hoarded Cats Euthanized in Controversial \

Action by SPCA
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Humane Society Rescues Over 70 )
Cats and Kittens from Hoarders in N
Camper
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ADOPT ANNIE, THE LAST OF THE HOARDING CASE

CATS!
Hello, world! My name is Annie, and I don't mean to brag, but 'm a smart cookie and a VERY brave girl!
You see, T spent the first two years of my life in 2 tiny trailer with 96 of my siblings and relatives and some

people, too. It was very difficult for me when I lived there, and 1 didn't get to learn that I was lovable, how
to be loved or that there could be enough food and attention for me in that place. Then, one glorious day,
the nice people at KHS came to rescue me and all of the other kitties! They took us to a place they called

“the shelter", and it was a BIG change for me. I finally had enough food to eat, and a clean place to sleep,
but I still wasn't so sure of people. They kept trying to touch me or pick me up and I wasn't used to all
that ... I made angry faces and growled because I thought that they might try to take me back to that
trailer, and because I didn't know how to respond to kindness. I watched as all of the other kities from

that awful trailer went to homes, but I didn't want to be put in a carrier or even be looked at, because I
was still so very scared and unsure.

http://www.kitsap-humane.org/adopt-annie-last-hoarding-case-cats

Fearful Cat Study
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Study Participants

Q1 Have you ever owned and/or fostered a cat who was extremely

shy and/or fearful (for example, the cat hid for 24 hours or more
after first obtaining him/her)?

Answered: 1,221 Skipped: 10

100%

0%

E0%

0%

20%

0%

Age of Cats in the Study

>1yr ’
38%

N=781

Fostered and then

owned
30.18% (309)

Q2 Did you own or foster the cat?

Answered: 1,024  Skipped: 211

Oown
34.57% (354)

Foster
35.25% (361)
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Q2: Foster

B Bstween one morth and (less than) three morths.

Wore than ane year

Answered: 358 Skipped: 3

14.80% 16.20% 33 419

0 Less than two weeks [l Between two weeks and (less than) one menth

Q3 Approximately how long did you have the cat?

10.61%

B Ectween three months and (less than) six months Between six months and one year

Answered: 952 Skipped: 283

Answer Choices

Loss than one wook

Betwoon one and (less than) two weaks.

Betwoen two weeks and (less than] one month
Betwoen one month and (less than) three months
Betwoen three months and (less than) six months
More than six months

The cat never allowed me to interact with him/her.

Total

Comments (143)

Time to Interact

Approximately how long did it take until
you were first able to interact with the cat?

Responses
34.56%
20.80%
16.61%
10.71%
5.15%
5.36%

6.62%

329

198

160

102
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Less Between Between Between
than one and two one
one (less weeks month
weoek than) and and
two (loss (less
weeks than) than)
one three
manth months
Q2: Own 36.89% 17.98% 16.16% 11.28%
121 59 53 7
Qz: Foster 40.65% 22.55% 16.91% T.72%
137 76 57 26
Qz: 25% 21.88% 18.06% 13.54%
Fostered 72 63 52 3!
and then
owned
Total 330 198 162 102
Respondents

than) six
months

5.79%
19
4.45%
15

4.86%
14

Time to Interact

More
than

months.
7.32%
24
2.6T%

9

6.25%
18

51

The cat
never
allowed
me to
interact
with
himiher.

4.88%
16
5.04%
17

10.42%
30

337

288

853
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Longer

Answer Choices

Less than one week

Between one and (less than) two woeks

Between two weeks and (less than) one month
Between one month and (less than) three months
Between three months and (less than) six months
More than six months

The cat never veluntarily left the room he/she initially stayed in.

Total

60%

9%

The cat was not allowad to leave the roeom heishe initially stayed in.

Responses
16.81%
15.14%
21.50%
20.15%
T.41%
3.97T%
4.28%
10.75%

ﬂiowever, Some Cats Took Much

181
145
206
183

T

41
103

958

Answered: 945  Skipped: 293

than) ... than)...

0%
Less
thanone  oneand two one three
week (less weeks month months
than)..  and(less and(less  and (L.

More
than six
months

100%

- 46% of the cats became comfortable in
less than three months

60%

40%

20% W

The cat
never
became
comfor...

Q7 Approximately how long did it take until the cat was comfortable
and relaxed in your house?
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100%

Q7 Approximately how long did it take until the cat was comfortable

and relaxed in your house?

Answered: 945  Skipped: 293

1/3 of the cats took more than six
months; 182 cats never became
comfortable in the house

ﬁ

Less More The cat
than one one and two one three than six never
week (less weeks month months months became
than) ... and (less and (less and (l... comfor...
than) ... than)...
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Q14 Please check the most applicable response. If you fostered the
cat, what happened to him/her at the end of the foster period?

Answered: 425  Skipped: 0

[ The cat was adopted by someene you do not know

[ The cat was adopted by a friendifamily member/coworker

[ ! kept the cat because | became very attached to himiher.

0 | kept the cat hecause the only other option available to me was euthanasia.

The cat was released to an outdoor living environmert. [Jflj The cat was euthanized

o

Prevention: Focus on Feline

Development




Helping Cats Who Hiss and Hide: Assessment, Behavior Modification and Re-Homing Strategies November 14, 2013

@elter Socialization Progra&

Difficult to implement

Is it practical??

Or is foster the answer?

/ Community Cats \

What is your shelter or community’s
live release rate for cats?

Is a shelter the best place for a cat

who isn’t comfortable living in a

home?

http://www.maddiesfund.org/Maddies_Institute/Webcasts/Shelter Crowd Control Webcast.html

http://www.maddiesfund.org/Maddies_Institute/Webcasts/Making_the Case for Community Cats Part One.html
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/ Shelter/Rescue Intake: \

Categorizing Cats

History

Physical appearance?

Behavior?

Qesponse to treatment? i

/ Fearful vs. Feral? \

ASPCA Research

Can we Differentiate Socialized vs.

Unsocialized Cats?

4 evaluations over 3 days

http://www.aspcapro.org/recorded-webinars.php
Is that cat feral?
Feral vs. frightened pet?

/ Fearful vs. Feral? \

Behaviors that Identified Socialized Cats

Chirp

Rub
Knead

Touch

Play

At front of cage

kTail up in air
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/ Fearful vs. Feral? \

Behaviors that Identified Socialized Cats

if Performed any Combinations of Behaviors, 4 or More Times

Yawn

Groom/shake

Approach front of cage
Sniff

Roll
Reach

K Still standing or still moving

et

/ Intake: Socialized vs.

Unsocialized?

- E

/ Fear vs. Anxiety \

Fear- an appropriate
response to a fear

inducing stimulus

Anxiety- profound

physiological and

behavioral response
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/ Feline Stress \

Environmental changes

Noises

Uncertainty/unpredictability

ﬁeducing Fear in the Shelteh

Consistency

Reduce noise

Decrease population density
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/ Handling

Video courtesy of Jacqueline Munera, What is my cat saying?

\_

~

November 14, 2013

/ Handling

Video Courtesy of Jacqueline Munera, ‘What is my cat saying?’

o

2

/ Resources

Jacqueline Munera- What is my Cat
Saying? (DVD)

Sophia Yin- Low Stress Handling (book
and DVD)

ASPCA Pro webinars- Humane Feline
Handling, Feline Communication

\_
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/ Treatment \

GaidAttention BFOUght Calming Music Eye Contact\

Feral Kittens FOOd Gain Trust Handling H |d|ng P|aCGS

nereased INTEIACE ntroduced .ean Love Moved

S|0W|yN0t Push PEL e e Quiet Environment

Rescue RemedyROOM...Spoke Softly

Qalked SoftlyTerms Treats

/ Treatment

Step One: Reduce Stress!!
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/ CLASSICAL (PAVLOVIAN) CONDITIONING \

dil‘l‘ M m %.

€S = Conditional Stimulus US = Unconditioned Stimulus .ene
Neutral signol Trigger for hardwired emotions  sal
No emofional meaning related to survivel
¢ms‘ l \§ I %
m a
Reflex ov I!espondem
% |

repeat many times

& g

Trigger Response
2013 W
Drawing courtesy of Lili Chin, www.doggiedrawings.net &

/ Treatment \

Step Three: Be Patient and Do

NOT Force Interaction

8/5/09: These cats came in today from a construction

worker who found them in the home a woman who
had passed away. We could not obtain information on

the owner. Stickered BLUE for fearful behavior on
intake

11/4/09- adopted
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November 14, 2013

Gisele

12/9/09 RETURN for fearful behavior inthe home.
Intake notes fearful behavior, hissing, and growling

towards all family members and cat; notes that she bit
the child in the home (child is 7 years old). Occasional

house soiling noted once or twice a week. Has scratched
and broken skin in the past 10 days, broke skin.

Quarantine 10 days

Gisele- Fear Aggression

Identified as fearfully aggressive toward
people

Placed in office foster

To gain more information about personality
Evaluate litter box habits

Gisele- Behavioral Management for

Fear Aggression

Cats stay in office 24 hours/day

Create positive associations
Presence of people = food

Allow her to approach on her OWN
terms

Pet and touch only when she solicits it

Interact for a few seconds and then take
a break!
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Gisele

Gisele did well in office foster

Started interacting with and enjoying pets
from caretaker/trainer

No further inappropriate elimination

Time to place for adoption!

Gisele

Gisele was adopted on 1/2/10 (after being
in the shelter for 24 days) to a shy, quiet

couple

Gisele was shy in her new home
Her equally shy owners were very

understanding and patient

Gisele took several days to become
comfortable in her new home, but did well

and her adopters are very happy with her!

/ Treatment: \

Foster
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/ Treatment
Response Influenced by
Personality

<

November 14, 2013

5. ctau s opayrics 6

7~ 6 TOP TIPS for DESENSITISATION N\
Furm scary things into fun, positive experiences!

N |
-

Don’t know \

No

Sometimes
friendly, sometimes
not

Yes, but it took
some time

\_

Q11 Was the cat friendly toward other cats? \
Answered: 891  Skipped: 347
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o

/ Q12 Was the cat friendly toward dogs?

Answered: 892 Skipped: 346

Yes

Yes, but it took

some time
Don't know ——

Sometimes
friendly, sometimes
not

<

7

-

<

Q10 Was the cat frightened by loud noises?

Answered: 900 Skipped: 338

100%
80%
60%
40%

20%

0%

Yes Ho Don't know

November 14, 2013

\

Other Options

Eastern medicine

Nutrition
Herbs
Acupuncture

Behavior medication(s) |
Feliway
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/ Options for Rehoming \

Adoption

Release to location found

Foster, and then adoption

Barn Cat Program

/ Barn Cat Program \

got mice? \
ff’ffta Barn Caj ) s‘.

4

€

I e mould b 1o adépt » bars et or twe,

Y ' z v .I' ," L
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3 } i i i i oHon:
. . y
www.animalallies.net
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Placing Fearful Cats for Adoption

Some of these cats are WAY too stressed living
around other cats or in busy areas (i.e.,

adoption-area housing), and need a foster home
or creative marketing strategies

Be honest

Be realistic

Be supportive

\_
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/ Post Adoption Support \

\
/

Questions?




